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EYFS CURRICULUM POLICY 

Each area is equipped to cover all seven areas of learning with age-appropriate resources, our 

planning and teaching style is child based with a balance of adult led time. This designed is to deliver 

the EYFS with flexibility and accessible to all children including those with additional needs or those 

who are especially gifted for their age.  

We plan activities and experiences for all the children in the setting, observe, reflect, and record this 

following the structure set out below. 

SHORT TERM PLAN 

In every age group a monthly key group plan is displayed and added to as the month progresses. 

Staff will make notes on how children’s skills are developing and what needs to be repeated and 

continued to be worked on for the next month ahead. This is just there for our notes and not 

something that should require adults to spend extended time away from the children.  

Our INTENT is to scaffold children’s learning through a mixture of child led and adult led activities, 

adults work with children as play partners to provide learning opportunities in the moment. This is 

done by observing what is happening and supporting children in the moment to reinforce skills being 

learnt and to support them to keep on trying. 

There is also a section to briefly to evaluate/reflect on the effectiveness and IMPACT, so we know 

what skills to work on next or what to continue to reinforce. This will be discussed at monthly 

room/key group meetings. 

We IMPLIMENT this plan, by providing activities, working alongside children as play partners and as 

role models. Everything is flexible every day, so there is never a ridged plan that all children must 

follow but instead an adaptable plan that takes it’s cues from the medium term plan. 

MEDIUM TERM PLAN - NURSERY CIRRICULUM 

A medium-term plan is drawn up each term (Autumn etc) for each age group, this will include 

significant events in the children’s lives, specific events, and cultural celebrations. It will also have 

suggested areas of interest to tailor the adult led activities that are set up, suggested trips, special 

visitors and cookery and more, giving the children in our setting a rich tapestry of learning 

opportunities within our tailored curriculum. This is known as the Cultural Capital. 

The Monitoring corner is there to add any notes about children you think might have emerging needs 

which may need to be reviewed if those needs continue and it is decided that a child may need 

additional support. See the SEND and Inclusion Policy. 

The Children with Support Plans section is as a prompt to remind all staff of the children with support 

plans using their initials and keyword such as speech (if there is a speech and language delay). 

LONG-TERM PLAN/CONTINIOUS PROVISION 

The planning is delivered in a manner that allows all children regardless of ability or individual need to 

take part in and achieve. Staff should remember that children can opt out of planned activities and 

learning can be achieved other ways. 

Play, exploration and learning happen all the time during both adult lead and child-initiated play, staff 

should always be ready to extend, adapt and support children as every moment is a chance for 

learning. We therefor do not have set small group times but have activities available throughout the 

sessions, with time for rest, snack, meals, and circle times. We always strive to strike balance 

between adult direct and child-initiated play. 
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Time will also be set aside as needed to give children who need smaller groups and one to one 

attention during the nursery day. though this will depend on level of need, any funding and staffing to 

maintain ratios. 

Practitioners are all responsible for delivering the planning; trainees will be supported as applicable to 

ensure that the planning and the continuous provision are delivered as consistently as possible. 

EYFS PLANNING GUIDE FOR PRACTITIONERS AND POINTS TO REMEMBER 

Practitioners should be prepared at the start of their shift and be ready to provide both the resources 

for adult led activities and provide opportunities and resources for child-initiated activities.  

They should be mindful to only record written observations/photos when it is worth capturing and be 

on hand with the children as play partners as much as possible.  

 

• Provide/prepare the resources needed throughout the rooms before 9am and 1pm or as 

applicable. 

 

• Engage with and present the children the activities that are available for the session at the 

appropriate time depending on the group. 

 

• Observe the children through detailed, concise, and brief observation statements and 

photographs (recorded directly onto the iPad/Android Tablet learning journeys using the Xplor 

Playground App. 

 

• Balance your time accordingly, everyday should be shadowing, engaging with, playing with, 

and teaching the children, minimum time should be spent observing.  

 

 

• If you are in a room with more than one member of staff and with children only one staff 

member should do paper-work/observations and the other staff member should be talking to, 

playing with and engaging the children. (This includes nappy changing times, feeding etc). 

Staff should treat at least one session am/pm as an “iPad free” session. 

 

• Remember any adult led activities are there as a starting point and can evolve to suite the 

children’s needs, interests, level of involvement and allow for spur of the moment situations 

such as finding a spider in the garden or sudden snowfall. 

 

DEVELOPMENT MATTERS REPORT – XPLOR HOME APP 

The children are assessed all the time and through regular chats with parents we are always sharing 

children’s progress and emerging needs. 

Once a year we will write an Assessment Report to see if children are where they are expected to be 

or are emerging in the areas of the EYFS. Babies and Toddlers (will have a two-year check around 2 

years 6 months. All children aged two years will have this check even if they start nursery as late as 2 

years 11 months) will be assessed against the three PRIME AREAS, Preschool will be assessed 

against the three PRIME AREAS and the four SPECIFIC AREAS of learning. Children with SEND 

may need these written more often when making referrals etc. Use the observation checkpoints when 

working on reports as a way of seeing what a child might be lacking. 
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Staff work with parents when the child first starts to get an idea the child’s starting point this is 

recorded on a settling in form, helping staff to know what the child can already do this includes a 

Language Monitoring Tool which is reviewed until we decide if a child needs additional support for 

speech and language or not. If children starts in the baby group, they must still have one in place 

when they transition to the toddler group.  

OBSERVATION CHECKPOINTS 

In the EYFS DEVELOPMENT MATTERS DOCUMENT in the three prime areas are sporadic 

observation checkpoints. Practitioners should use tfis as a rough guide to regularly check in on a 

child’s progress. These will also be useful when wiring reports and looking at children who we think 

might have emerging SEN needs. On the nursery iPad’s they can be found on the files app for 

reference. Keep these in minding when developing children’s skills and planning activities etc. 

SHARING PROGRESS WITH PARENTS/CARERS 

Reports are shared with parents/carers on the Home App and the parents are invited in for a meeting 

to gather their input from home. If it is noted that children are behind, then relevant support will be put 

in place, and we will work with parents to ensure consistency at home. 

TRANSFER DOCUMENT 

When children leave for school or go to another setting staff and parents contribute to the child’s 

Transfer document which summarises the child’s development up to that point and is then shared with 

the child’s new setting/school ready for when they start the reception year. 

ALL ABOUT ME FILE/SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES ON XPLOR PLAYGROUD 

Front Sheet  

This includes the child’s name, start/finish date, key info, and a space for four photos that track their 

growth over time the age groups listed are just a suggestion as children start at different points in their 

life. 

All about Me - Index  

If a child has Support Plans in place, they are also stored in the All About Me file so that practitioners 

can reference the plans on a regular basis (an additional copy will be in the SEND Inclusion folder in 

the office). 

The child’s initial Settling In form (key info will be transferred onto their Xplor profile) and any forms 

that link to outside agencies that may be involved with the child also go in the All About Me file. 

OBSERVATIONS 

Xplor Playground - Digital Learning Journey Observation Guide 

Using the Digital Learning Journey App 'Xplor Playground' practitioners should observe children both 

on-the-fly and during planned activities if there are things worth writing about. Otherwise, it an be 

used to provide brief updates and photos to parents in a more informal diary/journal.  

 

Observations can be based on the planning, on spontaneous activities or events, can be of displays 

that the children have made as a group, on group activities that the children do together, in a key 

groups or small groups, on things that they have said, on things the children have achieved such as 

taking their first steps or potty training, they can also be to annotate children's artwork, examples of 
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writing much more. 

 

Observations can be written two ways; they can be written from the adult’s point of view whereby you 

are writing about one child at a time and detailing exactly what the child has done. Remembering to 

leave out any adult assumptions such as "they were happy" and instead keeping it factual e.g. they 

were smiling. 

 

Or observations can be written from the child's point of view e.g. "with my friend I put together this 

model we glued on the arms and said it was a big robot, I think we'll have to make a bike for the robot 

to sit on next".  

This is especially useful if you are writing about a large group activity in which you have observed 

children all doing similar things. You can write from the child point of view using 'I' and 'we' instead of 

'her' and 'he'. Observations should be detailed, factual and cover exactly what was seen and what the 

child has said. 

Written observations should however be short and not require practitioners to spend prolonged 

breaks from interacting with children. 

 

Observations do not need to be linked to the areas of learning.  

 


